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MVG MEMBERS COMMEMORATE
THE FALL OF SINGAPORE IN
PERTH, WA, AND SUMATRA.
IN ADDITION TO OUR UPDATED WEBSITE
MVG NOW HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE

The Fall of Singapore on 15" February, 1942, 76 years ago, is not a date which is marked or commemorated in the United
Kingdom, except by those of us whose lives were changed irrevocably by the events which unfolded as a result of the
disastrous defeat for the Allied forces. The date is, however, marked by our Australian members in Perth, WA, and on
Bangka Island in Sumatra by the relatives of those who were captured and massacred there by the Japanese.

On Sunday 11" February, the annual service of commemeoration took place at Point Walter Reserve, Bicton, WA, to mark the
sinking of the $S Vyner Brooke and subsequent massacre of the Australian Army Nurses on Radji Beach. A report on this
service is given by MVG member Robert Gray, who sings in the 'a cappella’ choir. [See P. 2]

Following this service, on the 16™ February, Judy Balcombe travelied to Muntok on Bangka Island, Sumatra, to take part in
the “Walk for Humanity™ on Radji Beach, which had been organised by Michael Noyes, son of one of the Army nurses
massacred there. The event was attended by Lieutenant Commander Mark Graichen, Assistant Defence Attache — Jakarta
(representing the Australian Defence Attache Bob Plath) and also by two other members of the Australian Embassy in
Jakarta, Lieutenant Commander Bruce Bird and Mathew Barclay (1* Assistant Secretary at the Embassy). It was also
attended by other relatives and the Muntok Historical Society. A report was written by Lt. Cdr. Mark Graichen for the “Navy
Daily”. Qur report by Judy Balcombe can be read on Ps. 3-7. We are very grateful to Judy for her untiring work in keeping
alive the memory of those who were incarcerated in civilian internee camps on Bangka Island and in remembering those who
died. As previously reported, the Peace Museum in Muntok now has electricity, thanks to those who generously contributed
to the funds, and we hope that the exhibits will be better preserved by the installation of air conditioning units. The Museum is
being run by the Timah Tinwinning Museum in Muntok, which tells the history of the tin mining heritage of the island. This
museum also has a gallery, called the Vivian Bullwinkel Gallery, which tells the story of the massacre of the Australian Army
Murses and, in particular, the survival against all odds of Vivian Bullwinkel herself,

We are also grateful to Bill and Elizabeth Adamson for their indefatigable work in preparing a service each year to
commemorate the Fall of Singapore, and to keep the significance of this date alive and bring it to the attention of the
government of Western Australia. As well as marking the date, the service also commemorates the role played by the
Malayan Volunteer Forces together with the Australian Imperial Forces who were sent to defend Malaya and Singapore from
the invading Japanese army.

This year, the service took place on Saturday, 17" February in the Memorial Gardens in the City of Stirling where the 2 MVG
plaques can be found. Reports on this service can be found on Ps. 2 and 3.

Despite dire reports about the unauthorized use of information put on to people’s Facebook pages, the MVG now has a
bespoke Facebook page which was set up and is run by MVG member Becca Kenneison. We hope that this will encourage
more people to join the Group and share with us their relatives' experiences during WW2 in the Far East — whether it be
during the Malayan Campaign, as an evacuee or as a FEPOW or civilian intemee.

We would also urge members to look at the updated website and let us know of any errors or omissions. Back copies of the
newsletters are now available to read without a password, except the latest one which will be added after a 3 month interval.
Some 29 members have put their names forward to attend the joint meeting of the British Malaysian Society and the MVG on
5™ April. This is taking place at the temporary Malaysian High Commission in Bedford Row, London WC1 by kind permission
of the Malaysian High Commissioner, HE Dato’ Ahmad Rasidi Azizi. In addition to talks by Jonathan Moffatt and
Rosemary Fell, a short film will be shown. This was produced by the British High Commission in Kuala Lumpur for the 60"
anniversary of Merdeka. The meeting will be followed by a light Malaysian lunch. We are looking forward to this joint meeting
after a gap of two years. The report on this meeting will be in the July newsletter.

The next annual event which is due to take place is the FEPOW Service at the Church of Our Lady and St. Thomas in
Wymondham, Norfolk, on Sunday 13" May. Please would you let Rosemary know if you would like to attend this service and
lay a wreath on behalf of the MVG. We have now established a good rapport with Peter Wisemnan, the Historian and
Archivist of the Church and the Books of Remembrance, which are housed in the FEPOW Chapel within the Church.
Attendance is by ticket only — due to the great demand to attend the service. These can be obtained from:
administrator@wymondhamrcchurch.org.uk  If anyone wishes to go and needs a wreath, please get in touch with
Rosemary. We hope now that we have established a link with the Church, we can continue the tradition of wreath laying to

commemorate the Malayan Volunteers who were taken prisoner after the fall of Singapore.
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If anyone would like to join the Gardening Group on Sunday, 13M May at the NMA, to help with the annual tidying up of the
MVG's Memorial Garden, you would be very welcome. Please let Rosemary know and bring a picnic lunch,

Remembrance Sunday this year marks the end of World War One, and falls on Armistice Day itself — the 11" day of the 11"
maonth 2018. There will probably be a huge demand for tickets for the Cenotaph Parade in Whitehall, If you wish to take part
in the service and parade, please would you let Rosemary know in good time, as tickets have to be applied for no later than
August. Some members have already sent their names.

On a personal note, | would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who has sent me a card or letter on hearing the news
of Donald's death. You have all be so kind and thoughtful and | am very appreciative of your concern and good wishes at this
difficult time. In January, before Donald died, he designed and denated to the Group the Book Mark shown on the back cover
of the newsletter. He thought this would be a good way to advertise the MVG. The Book Mark is enclosed with the posted
newsletters but if those of you who receive e-mailed copies would like one, please let me know.

Message from Becca Kenneison about the MVG’s Facebook page:

"The MVG now has its own Facebook page. Anyone can join: all you have to do is find the Malayan Volunteers Group page
on Facebook and click on the ‘+Join Group’ button just under the banner photograph. If's a useful forum for photographs,
Volunteer stories and queries. We hope to see you there!”

Becca adds: “I've managed one long post on Paddy Martin one of SOE's more notable recruits from the Velunteers.

Help needed, please, to update evacuee lists for the website. See back page for details.

THE VYNER BROOKE TRAGEDY COMMEMORATION SERVICE
Report by Robert Gray
The annual service held on Sunday 11th February this ycar in Perth, Western Australia, commemorates the sinking by
Japanese dive bombers of the MV Vyner Brooke in February 1942, The small vessel departed Singapore just two days
before The Fall, with hundreds of civilian evacuees, mainly women and children, including 65 Australian Army Nurses.
Many evacuees, including 12 nurses were lost at sea, and those who made their way to shore on nearby Bangka Island,
clinging to the few surviving life rafts and flotsam, were held captive until war’s end in atrocious Japanese prison camps
and suffered a very high mortality rate. T'wenty one nurses were tragically massacred by a squad of Japanese
commandos on Radp Beach.
'The Applecross Sub-Branch of the Retumed & Services League of WA and the City of Melville sponsor and organise
the commemoration. The guest speaker at this year’s service was Major Jo Wilson, aided by Lt. Vanessa Fraser, both
representing the present day Australian Army Nursing Service. The Bom to Sing Choir sang appropriate tunes,
including Londonderty Air, which was one of the a2 cappella’songs in the repertoire of the women’s camp choir.
There were wonderful contributions to the service by girls from the nearby Santa Maria College, who had prepared
information displays, gave readings during the service and acted as ushers. Likewise, the congregation appreciated the
emotional tuncs played magnificently by the band of the Presbyterian Ladies College Pipes and Dirums.
All in all, the service was a fittng tribute to all the brave souls who were fated to be on that last desperate voyage of the
Viner Brooke.

FALL OF SINGAPORE COMMEMORATION, 17" February 2018
Stirling City Gardens, Western Australia
Report by Elizabeth Adamson

Extracts from the speech by The Hon. Michael Mischin, Shadow Attorney General

Australians and Malaysians — in particular members of the then 18,000 strong Malayan Volunteer Forces -
stood shoulder to shoulder against Japanese Imperialism in 1942, and we stand shoulder to shoulder today in
shared friendship.

76 years ago, on 31% January 1942, Japanese forces that had landed on the north east coast of Malaya the
previous December, forced British and Australian forces to withdraw across the Causeway and the Strait of
Johore to Singapore Island. Inevitably, on 15 February 1942, the British-led command surrendered
Singapore to the 257 Japanese Army.

Some 130,000 troops, including almost 15,000 Australians, were surrendered. 1,800 Australians had been
killed or listed missing in action, in that failed defence of Singapore, and of course, what followed remains to
this day one of the worst chapters in our history. Of 22,000 Australians taken prisoner, 8,000 never came
home after forced slavery and starvation on projects like the Thai-Burma Railway. Of those who did retumn
after the war, many would not have survived had it not been for the assistance from the Malayan Volunteer
Forces, fellow captives.

Let's remember those dark times of the past by honouring the fallen and injured on both sides of the conflict,
and give thanks for what we have now. The peace and co-operation that we would not have had, had it not

been for the sacrifices of so many brave men and women during that bloody campaign in 1942,
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Extracts from the speech presented by Elizabeth Adamson

We are honoured to have with us today members of the Peace Detachment of the Republic of Singapore Air
Force. I thought they might be interested in a slice of history (if they do not know it already) about the air
war over Singapore from November 1941 — February 1942.

Squadron 488 of the Royal New Zealand Air Force was formed in September 1941, commanded by Squadron
Leader W.G. Clouston, and was one of several Commonwealth squadrons equipped with Brewster Buffaloes.
488 operated from Kallang Airfield on Singapore Island, and this squadron, 488 RNZAF, was still in training
when the Japanese attacked. They were still sorting out difficulties with their machines, including
dysfunctional oxygen which prevented high altitude flying, weight difficulties which resulted in armour and
machine guns being discarded and high maintenance requirements resulting in the use of old ex-airline
engines being used in the Brewsters. There were also problems in getting spares, with peace time red tape,
and restricted flying hours laid down by the British High Cornmand in Singapore.

Sqn. Ldr. Clouston had presented a plan, "Get Mobile”, to provide daylight cover off the coast to Admiral
Phillip“s Force Z, but this was rejected by the navy. 488 Squadron’s achievements are difficult to determine,
but P/Q Noel Sharp is credited with 3 victories.

This all happened 76 years ago, and because I wasn't there at the time, I must borrow someone else's eyes.
I will quote a few extracts from a little book, “Malayan Climax” by Carline Reid. Carline was a young
Australian secretary working in the KL Headquarters of the Selangor Local Defence Corps (LDC), and later
when in Singapore she was co-opted into the Army and worked in Advance Head Quarters of Army, Navy and
Air Force. Her eye witness account of her experiences of the chaos of war and the evacuation are in the
language of the time:

"I shall never forget the day the first Perak evacuees arrived in KL. Exhausted women driving cars loaded
with people, children, cots and a few belongings. Some had driven all night, and their eyes popping out with
fatigue. They had mostly been ordered out of their homes at very short notice, and told not to take more
than 2 small suitcases. Their husbands had disappeared at even shorter notice to report to the Volunteers —
they had no idea when, if ever, they would see them again.

Women came looking for missing husbands, and it seemed nobody’s business to get them in touch with each
other, and I found myself turned into a sort of inquiry bureau for lost LDC husbands. I did my best to get
letters and messages through to Tanjong Malim, where many of the men were stationed, doing liaison work
and acting as interpreters with the regular army. People were so grateful to get any messages or letters.
The Padang outside the Selangor Club where Rugger, Hockey, Tennis etc. were played, and where ceremonial
parades had been held, was now a ludicrous sight. Formerly this had been a huge rectangular lawn, but on
9™ December, as I drove past to the office, it looked like a bad dream. Everything ever used for any game
was brought out and distributed with a view to preventing enemy landings. There was a dizzy and uneven
pattern of posts and ropes, hockey goals, heavy rollers, lawn mowers and sections of grandstand dotted
about, and on top of anything at all flat, an imaginative coolie had put out huge pot plants.

26™ December is easy to remember - Kuala Lumpur’s biggest raid, when Government Buildings were
demalished, the Post Office and the Selangor Club (the famous ‘Spotted Dog’) and many other important
buildings were hit and a tremendous amount of damage done.

Men dropping in from out stations would bring blood curdling stories of the campaign. Of Gurkhas camped by
a river menaced by the Japs, who would strip themselves and carrying nothing but their famous kukris, would
jump into the water and disappear in the direction of the enemy. Later they would return bringing with them
grisly trophies of the night’s work. Their method of warfare is very distasteful to the Jap, with the belief that
if a son of Nippon dies in battle complete with his head, he will go straight to heaven, but apparently the
whole thing is ruined if the head is chopped off — and chopping off heads is the Gurkha's mode of killing!™
Carline did eventually board an evacuation ship, which was under bombing, as all ships were. She wrote:
“Midnight on deck — a wild display of fireworks glowed, beds of fire crossed and re-crossed the sky. Flames
came from fires in the town, godowns of rubber near the docks, and an island of petrol whose tanks were
drained out and set alight in accordance with the scorched earth policy.

At sea: It was amazing how well most people took the bombing. Everyone had had plenty of experience of raids before,
but this was rather different, with the prospect of the ship sinking in shark infested waters with no lifebelts and practically
no life boats. The men on the decks were really marvellous. They stood their ground in the face of remorseless bombing
and machine gun fire, to shoot at the enemy with everything they had, Lewis Guns, Tommy Guns and even rifles.”
Carline did get home to Tasmania, but only after travelling on five different ships on a very circuitous route.

After acknowledgements and thanks to various people, I ended with the following quotation:

In the year 480 BC the Greek lyric poet Simonides of Ceops wrote after the Battle of Thermopylae:

“Go tell the Spartans, thou that passed by,

That faithful to their precepts, here we lie.™

The Kohima Epitaph on the Kohima Monument on the Indian side of the border with Burma, is very similar and written
after WW2. It says.

“When you go horne, tell them of us and say

For your tomorrow, we gave our today.” 3.



VISIT TO MUNTOK, BANKA ISLAND, INDONESIA, FEBRUARY 2018

Report by Judy Balcombe
On 16th February, 2017, family members and friends of the 21 Australian Army Nurses who had been killed by
Japanese soldiers on the beach near Muntok, Banka Island, travelled to this location to commemorate the 755
anniversary of this tragedy. Also present were the granddaughters of Stoker Ernest Lloyd from the Prince of
Woales who had been shot but had survived, families of civilian internees, the Australian Ambassador to Indonesia
and members of the Australian and British defence forces. ’
A highlight of the service on the beach last year, was when 22 current Australian Army Nurses linked arms and
walked together into the sea, just as the Nurses had been ordered to do on 16" February, 1942, when they were
machine-gunned to death. Matron Irene Drummond had called to her Nurses, “Chin up, girls, I am proud of you
and | love to you all.” All the nurses, men, civilian women and stretcher cases were killed except Vivian
Bullwinkel, Ernest Lloyd and Eric Germann who lived to testify to this atrocity.
All present in February 2017 were so moved by this spontaneous action of today’s Army Nurses that it was
decided to attempt an annual gathering at Muntok and to join in a “Walk for Humanity”, replicating the Nurses’
walk. We wished to remember the Nurses, Men and Civilian Women who had died on the beach, the thousands
who perished when their ships were bombed in Banka Strait and the many who suffered and died in the prison
camps. We also wished to remember the many people who suffer and die in wars around the world today.
In February 2018, a smaller, but no less passionate group gathered in Muntok, staying at the ever-helpful Yasmin
Hotel. Present were the niece and great-nephew of Matron Irene Drummond, the niece of Dorothy (Bud) Elmes
and nephew of Nurse Kathleen Neuss, Arlene Bennett from the Nurses’ Memorial Centre in Melbourne, retired
naval officer Bruce Bird, Judy Balcombe representing the civilian shipwreck victims and internees, and 2 members
of the Australian Embassy in Jakarta. On arrival, we were greeted by a ceremonial dance and red carpet,
indicating how deeply the local people respect the World War 2 victims.
Welcome to Muntok Wreaths had been ordered or made by internees’ families and on 16™
5 February, we proceeded first to the former Women's prison camp site at
Kampong Menjelang. A brief service was held here and the names of the
88 British, Australian and New Zealand internees who had died at Muntok
and who are believed to remain buried in Muntok were read. A poem by
internee Margaret Dryburgh was spoken in English and in Indonesian,
reminding people that this was a sacred place.
How silent is this place
The brilliant sunshine filters through the trees
The leaves are rustled by a gentle breeze
A wild and open space
By shrubs pink tipped, mauve blossomed, is o’ergrown
A hush enfolds me, deep as I've known
Unbroken, save by distant insects’ drone
A jungle clearing
A track through which we bear our load to Him
How silent is this place
How sacred is this place.
. The service at the Women's camp site concluded with the words of a poem
M ATy S by internee Marjorie Jennings who, like Margaret Dryburgh, died in camp.
Secluded here one might believe One day all this must end, and we

All in the world was peaceful too Whao live to see succeeding years
Until the shattered folk appear Must in the new world strive to build
And sentries spoil the lovely view. A lasting peace, from blood and tears.

Next we drove to the Nurses’ Memorial at the lighthouse at Tanjong Kelian. This site was not where the Banka

Island massacre took place but was chosen by Vivian Bullwinkel as an area more accessible to the public.
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Nurses’ Memonal Tanjong Kellan, Muntok.
In addition, the lighthouse had been seen by the shipwrecked victims and had served as a beacon for people
struggling to reach the shore.
The memorial is maintained by the Australian Government Office of War Graves and is kept in good repair. A
large plaque bears the names of all the Australian Army Nurses —the 12 who drowned in the bombing of the
Vyner Brooke , the 21 Nurses massacred on the beach, the 8 Nurses who died in Muntok and Belalau Camps and
the 24 surviving Nurses.
Wreaths were laid in memory of all the Nurses and bombed victims. A photograph of Stoker Ernest Lioyd who
survived the massacre on the beach was presented.
In the afternoon, we were driven to the Memerial to the massacred and shipwrecked victims
newly-created Memorial overlooking the
Banka Strait, across to Sumatra. In this
stretch of sea, over 40 boats leaving
Singapore were bombed and sunk by
Japanese planes and warships. Itis
estimated that between 4,000 and
5,000 people lost their lives in these attacks.
On the beach near this Memorial, 2 groups
of men, civilian women, stretcher cases and
21 Australian Army Nurses who had reached
the shore were massacred by Japanese soldiers.
Private Cecil George Kinsley was a stretcher
case wounded on the Vyner Brooke and
bayonetted by the Japanese. He was cared for
in the jungle for 12 days by the wounded
Vivian Bullwinkel but later died of his wounds in
Muntok jail. P T =
Moving speeches were made by Michael Noyes, nephew of nurse Kathleen Neuss, Georgina Banks niece of
Nurse Dorothy Elmes, Lt. Cdr. Mark Graichen of the Australian Navy and Muntok’s Catholic priest, Father Paulus
Kara. The words of The Captives Hymn were read.
Wreaths were laid, including one in memory of Major William Alston Tebbutt. He had been in charge of the
Nurses on board the Vyner Brooke and while a prisoner himself, tried to trace their movements throughout the war.
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At the end of the war, the Japanese had said there were ‘no more camps’ but it was through Major Tebbutt's
persistence to the Australian Army that the surviving nurses and internees were finally found and released from
Belalau in 1945.
As had occurred in February 2017, all attendees linked arms and walked towards the sea. Flowers and wreaths
Walk for Humanity, Muntok, 16™ February 2018 were scattered and everyone thought of
il iR

the victims in 1942 and those suffering
in wars and conflicts today.
In the following days, we visited
Menumbing Hill, with a view across to
Sumatra. We also saw the Timah
Tinwinning Museum with the Vivian
Bullwinkel Galleri and the Muntok
' Peace Museum which has many exhibits
relating to the war. See Peace Museum
website: htip//:muntokpeacemuseum.org
We saw the former Customs House and
Muntok cinema, where many prisoners
were first held on reaching Muntok in
: ~__ February 1942. We inspected the likely
site of the murder of Vivian Gordon Bowen, Australia’s Official Representative to Singapore who was killed
behind the former cinema building, and laid flowers at his memorial. We traced the foundations of the former
Coolie Lines building, situated next to the Muntok Men’s Camp in the Muntok jail. A barbed wire passage had
linked the jail to the Coolie Lines, which served as a rudimentary hospital for the dying civilian men during the war.
We also visited the area behind the Pertamina petrol station, which had been the Muntok Town Cemetery. Here
civilian men were buried during the war and women were brought here after the war from their graves under the
rubber trees at Kampong Menjelang. We drove to the Catholic Cemetery where the remains of 25 graves, which
had been removed to build the Pertamina petrol station in 1981, were reburied in a communal grave. The grave
holding these people now has a plaque with the names of the 33 women and 55 men who died in Muntok and
whao, we believe, are still buried in the town.
Close by, in Kampong Menjelang, we visited the “Mother with the Ring”. This older lady has two treasured
possessions — first, a small diamond ring given to her father-in-law by a lady with 2 children, who were either
shipwreck victims leaving the beach or prisoners in the camp, in return for food. The Mother also has a pocket
watch from Robinson’s department store, given to her father-in-law by a man in similar circumstances. These
items would have been hidden from the Japanese and are now kept safely and brought out to show visitors.
The Mother’s family had lived in “Old Menjelang”, a village which was deserted many years ago. The inhabitants,
who had helped Vivian Bullwinkel and Private Kinsley after the massacre and had given food to other shipwreck
victims, feared for their lives and fled from their homes, never to return.
The town of Muntok was bombed and residents were attacked by the Japanese. Many people hid in the safety of
a large rock, ‘Batu Balai’ for some weeks until ordered to return to work. But “Old Menjelang” and Kampong
Genggilang near the massacre site were abandoned.
Today, the massacre is said to have occurred on ‘Radji Beach’, but this name is not on any Indonesian or Dutch
map and the origin of the word in unclear. ‘Radji Beach’ does not appear in Australian newspapers until
November 1945. Vivian Bullwinkel did not know the origin of the word when she re-visited Muntok in 1992 to
choose a site for the Nurses’ Memorial.
Some possibilities for the name are:
1. There is a coral reef near the Tanjong Kelian Lighthouse at Muntok called Korang Hadjie.
2. Hadjie or Radjie can be used to describe a senior Muslim man in a village, and Vivian Bullwinkel would have
met such a person when requesting help.

3. Radjie is a word in Scottish dialect meaning a violent tantrum (possibly used as a code to describe the attack
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by northern English or Scottish women in the camps?)
4. Rajik is a Hindu word for “shining’ or ‘diamond’ — there are alluvial diamonds in Indonesia or maybe named
after the diamond ring given to the Mother's family?
5. Torgji is a tropical flower {Campanula).
6. Lastly, and sadly most likely, an Indonesian dictionary tells us that the root word Rgja is associated with
violence such as stabbing, physical punishment, torture or murder. Ragjeh means ‘in shreds, broken or torn to pieces.’
Any further thoughts or information will be gratefully received. £
Because the name of ‘Radji Beach’ is not known to Indonesian people today, the exact location of the massacre is
unclear. Local historians believe the nurses and stretcher cases were killed on the beach named ‘Teluk
Menggeris’ (called after a local plant) and that the men were taken around the point of ‘Tanjong Sabajau’ to be
killed. ‘Teluk Menggeris’ has long been known as ‘Teluk Inggris’ or English Bay, where locals think the English
people were murdered. Vivian Bullwinkel described finding 2 streams with fresh water as she hid in the jungle
and maps show such water. In 1942, there were footpaths leading from the beach to nearby Kampongs of
Gelinggang and Menjelang.
The current memorial plague to the nurses and all victims massacred on the beach and killed in the water has
been placed one beach further north at Tanjong Betumpak. This does overlook Teluk Menggeris and the large
graveyard of the Banka Strait, where up to 5,000 people on 40 boats fleeing Singapore lost their lives and where
human bones were found for many years. The current memorial site is also accessible by 4-wheel drive vehicles
(albeit a bumpy ride), whereas Teluk Menggeris must be reached by motorboat, motor bike or on foot through
the jungle.
More research is taking place to help locate the exact places of these tragedies.
We left Muntok remembering the victims of the massacre and all who suffered during the war. We resolve to
continue to seek more information, to explore ways to perpetuate the memory of those who suffered and to help
the people of Muntok today. Providing a Nurse’s scholarship in Muntok, involvement in a local women’s and
children’s clinic and helping to teach English are two planned projects for the future.
We cannot change the past, but we can try to heal it and continue to visit this place of memories which made us welcome.

REPATRIATION TO AUSTRALIA ON THE ORANJE
With kind permission of Jane Booker Nielsen
This is my father’s account of his voyage in the Dutch hospital ship the Oranje to Sydney from Singapore in
1945. In Sydney, he met his wife, Miriam, again and his three and a half year old daughter, Merilyn, for
the first time. The Oranje sailed from Singapore on the 20t September and arrived in Darwin on the 27th,
She arrived in Sydney by all accounts on the 29™ September 1945.
The Roval Naval Hospital where the British ex-POWSs were taken to meet their
families was at Riverwood in south Sydney. During WWZ2 the hospital was at
first an army hospital for the United States Army, but in 1945 it was taken over
by the Royal Navy and then the Australian Army.
George Booker writes:
“] was a planter in Malaya before the war and was a member of the Federated
Malay States Volunteer Forces. When the Japanese attacked in December 1941
_ A T and eventually captured Singapore, | was taken prisoner along with the British,
S Australian and Indian troops.
Oranje in Darwin When Japan surrendered in 1945, [ was in Changi having worked on the Siam
Railway the vear before. The Oranje sailed over to Singapore from Colombo to collect Australian sick and
wounded. About 15 British Officers from various regiments and some Volunteers had asked to be repatriated
to Australia because our wives had been evacuated there before the Fall of Singapore.
On the day the Oranje was due to sail for Australia, word came through to Changi that about 20
Australians were AWOL in Singapore City and did those British men still want to go to Australia? [ was
sitting chatting to friends, when someone said, “Aren’t you wanting to go to Australia?” I said, “Yes” and he
told me, “There is a truck going down to Singapore now, and you can get on to a ship going there!” I just
dropped everything and rushed off, hopped on to a lorry which then raced down to the Singapore docks, only
to find that the Oranje had sailed a short while before. We were loaded onto a Harbour Board launch and
T




went speeding out to catch up with the ship. On tying up alongside her, we were lifted up by crane, one by
one, sitting on what seemed like a tea tray and landed on the sports-deck! The ship then picked up speed
and continued her journey, first to Darwin where we were all kitted out with new uniforms ete., and then to
Brisbane and finally to Sydney.

We (the British ex-POWSs) were told to keep a low profile while the AIF were disembarking with bands
playing and hundreds of relatives on the quayside. The Australian ex-POWs of whom there were 637 in all
were then transported by double decker buses or ambulance through Sydney. Once clear of the port
facilities, the cavalcade was greeted by huge cheering crowds.

When the last decorated bus and the crowds had disappeared, two Royal Navy ambulances appeared from
behind one of the godowns and we the 15 or so British ex-POWSs were taken to the Royal Navy Hospatal in
one of the suburbs of Sydney where we were reunited with our loved ones.

I retuned to Malaya after the war and in 1953, | and my family travelled home to England on leave in the
Oranje. She had been in collision with another Dutch ship the Wilheim Ruys in the Red Sea on her way
out to Singapore. Apart from the tarpaulins covering the hole in her bows, the Oranje was the most

luxurious ship to travel in.”
[Note: The history of this ship is recorded in “The Oranje Story” by Lorna Howlett.]

HUBERT BERKELEY - the early 20th century peoples’ campaigner
With thanks to Dave Croft RAFBEPA
From: The Geographical Journal of the Royal Geographic Society — July 1942
OBITUARY
CAPTAIN HUBERT BERKELEY, 1.5.0., J.P.
Captain Hubert Berkeley, who died on 27 April 1942, entered the Civil Service of Perak in 1585,
where he was District Offficer from 1891 until his retirernent in 1926, His knowledge of the topography
of Upper Perak and of the adiacent countries and their inhabitants was of great value to the Government,
especially in delimiting the Siam-Ferak boundary in 1909, He knew the Malays intimately, protected them
from commercial interests, and kept open house for them at his headquarters at Grik. After retining he lived ar
Droitwich, where he was Chairman of the County Bench. He had been a Fellow of our Society since 1923.

Part 1 - Upper Perak pre-1909. In 1900, there was a general border agreement made with Siam that would
significantly change the position of the Malay-Siam border. That agreement also placed the Krofz plateau within
Malayan territory and with the signing of the Anglo-Siamese Treaty of 1909 placed the headwaters of the Perak and
Rui rivers fully into Upper Perak territory, which in turn was to have an impact on the activities of two major British
mining companies at Kian Intan.

A major contender in how the mining company was brought into line in respect of its potential for clogging up the
Perak river catchment (via the Rui river), thus threatening traditional wet rice cultivation downstream of the mines, was
the Upper Perak District Officer, Hubert Berkeley, who fought to include the river headlands into the 'new’ northern
Malaya. His fight for where the boundary was to be defined was not without difficulty but was eventually successful
and in turn FMS ownership of the watershed meant that traditional Malayan wet rice cultivation downstream could be
continued against the growing pressure exerted by the large scale tin mining. The region's boundary locations go
back in time as oral histories, as mentioned in W.E. Maxwell's expedition journal of 1876 where, "The flight of a prime
suspect (Datoh Maharaja Lela of Perak) in Resident Birch's murder in Movember 1875 into the remote watershed of
the Perak river prompted the despatch of a British Military expedition led by W.E. Maxwell. Maxwell's expedition
journal would be the most detailed survey of the watershed to have emerged since Anderson’s description of ‘Pataniz
Country’ of 1824 In his expedition, Maxwell referred to ‘native sources that described oral histories that set out the
ancestral claims of the downstream Perak court to all fand's falling within the watershed of the Perak river and its
tributaries,” The histories Maxwell collected 'singled out a number of landmarks, both natural and man-made, that

allegedly marked the boundary between Perak and Patani (Yala Province). These included a
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rmountain and a hollow, also the subterranean feeder stream of the Rui river; inland boundaries were marked by a
plain of orange trees! On their own, however, a collection of oral histories was not sufficient in itself to confront Siam
over the question of Perak rights to a large swathe of territory.”
In 1904, Grikwas chosen as a District Office for Hulu Perak as a result of the December 1900 border agreement
between Britain and Siam, with the newly appointed District Officer, Hubert Berkeley, taking up residence there.
Part 2 — The District Officers. The predecessor of Hubert Berkeley, w’r_m became permanent District Officer for Upper
Perak in 1904, was C.F. Bozzolo who, as with Berkeley, showed an unusual approach to his duties and social life,
such as, for example, he always wore a sarong and hat at work, even in the office. In 1888, he (Bozzolo) had travelled
the upper Pelus river and then the Menlik, one of the main tributaries of the river, both part of the Perak river basin. On
a later ‘expedition’ Hubert Berkeley and party, on a visit to Befur c1909 (with 21 elephants), noted that at the
confluence of the Rui and Perak rivers, the Rui 'empties its muddy waters, fulf of mining sift, into the beautiful Perak
River! This observation backed up the contents of a letter written to the Perak Resident, dated 24 August 1907: "l have
this month made a close inspection of the (Rui) river bed and | find the deep holes - on some of which one could not
touch the bottom with a pole — silted up and not even knee deep.” It was this cause of mining waste siltation that
Berkeley fought to prevent entering the river system by the moving of the Siam-Malay Hubert Berkeley
Border (north) to include the Perak river catchment and thereby placing control of [ r ' = |
ing

mining discharges with the Perak government: the legal prevention of mining silt
discharge into the Perak river would save ruining wet rice acres downstream and the
livelihoods of the people who depended on them.

Warning - the following may well be apocryphal stories!

Captain (he served as a captain in the British Army in WW!1) Hubert Berkeley was a
member of an English aristocratic family and he served Upper Perak as District Officer
until he retired to England in 1926. Apparently suspicious of any European posted into
his district, he was also very much against bringing it into the 20th century, or if it had
to proceed, then slowly, a step at a time. His motto, Koft Dahulu (go slowly), was to
be found on the coat of arms he designed for Upper Perak, being an elephant rampant
with the motto embossed on dinnerware etc. Social duties were undertaken wearing
a sarong and shirt with a tartan style pattern. He also wore, at times, a hat with a Royal
Navy cap ribbon inscribed HMS Malayas.

At his residence, 10, Downing Street, Grik, European (male) guests staying overnight had the delight of his company in
the sharing of an outside thunder box during morning ablutions. He had a total dislike for official paperwork, mernos
etc. which seemingly ended up in his jamban (toilet) , where he was convinced it could be put to better use that that
intended by Government! For those guests who suffered a temporary problem on the thunder box (and who wouldn't
with the DO sharing a double unit at the same time), there was a large photograph of Sir Frank Swettenham (retired
from Colonial Service in 1904) on the wall whose unsmiling face was intended to help overcome the problem!
Berkeley named a number of thoroughfares in Grik after well known ones in London — Whitehal/ (district office),
Downing Street, Piccadilly, Rotten Rowand Berkeley Square (of course) where several of the road joined at the
padang. He certainly didn't like high ranking government officials visiting; early in his career as a DO, when informed
of an imminent tour of inspection, replied that (following floods) there wasn't a bridge at one point on the route, The
visit was cancelled although there never had been a bridge at the place indicated! On another occasion, a visit by the
British Resident of Perak was foiled by a newly felled tree across the road. Without assistance to remove the tree the
Resident was forced to turn back. Later, another Resident, Lt. Col. W.J.P. Hume, who did get through on an official
visit, when being shown round Grik, enquired why no road had been named after him, and was promised that it
would be put right. Hume's Mews came into being, a short alley-way ending in secondary growth!

Berkeley also kept horses and a number of elephants for transport around the district, cars were not wanted in his

territory, also not lawyers if he could help it! He was driven daily to a hot spring in his barouche (horse drawn open
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carriage) by his syce (coachman) who would be dressed in the Berkeley family livery of red and white. In the book,
“Noone of the Ulu” it mentions and on the road to Betong in Siam was the hot spring where Berkeley would go in
the cool of the morming with his lovely Malay adopted daughter.” Berkeley never married and when, in 1849, an Acting
DO noticing some fair skinned young Malays at Grikwas told they were descended from the Berkeley line. Could this
be that his adopted daughter wasn't adopted as we understand it?

In his role as magistrate, Berkeley has been quoted as saying that in the courthouse he dispenses justice not law —in
a land dispute he had both parties contest the claim by a tug-of-war, using rotan (rattan) creepers. The winning
team’s claim was upheld. On ancther occasion a lawyer arrived, seemingly without warning, to defend a man
charged with (cattle) theft only to be informed shortly after the proceedings had started that “The Defendant was
guilty.” Protesting that the defence hadn't been called, Berkeley informed the lawyer that his client had always been a
cattle thief, as had his father and grandfather. Cattle theft, or smuggling, between Siam and Malaya in Upper Perak
may have happened at the border junction mentioned in “Noone of the Ulu" where fwo tracks coming down over the
mountains from Siam converge to lead off again in three directions southwards.” It was used by smugglers, and it
seemed that Berkeley's way of dispensing justice was acceptable to #¥s’'people, as he appeared to others, ‘wishing fo
avoid the main route.” It was said 10 have been held in high esteern by many. An example of his type of justice is the
story of twenty five cases to be heard in the magistrate’s court for the same minor offence on the day he had planned
to be absent, and where all twenty five had already pleaded guilty. In this instance, he discharged all those with odd

numbers on the court list, and all those with even numbers were fined five dollars® He continued with his planned day!

Captain Hubert Berkeley 1.5.0. (1921) retired from colonial service in 1926 at the age of 62 and became a magistrate
in Worcestershire in 1927, He died in 1942 of natural causes.

*N B. The Dad's Army programme, “4 Brush with the Law,” shown recently where Lay Magistrate Captain Square makes
decisions from the bench that appear to have a sort of similarity to that of Magistrate Hubert Berkeley in his court dealings back in
Upper Perak.

1 Kroh—was named after Kerufr, meaning muddy or murky waters. It's named from a nearby river that was the
bathing area for King Reman'’s elephants. This area became a lake and when large numbers of elephants had
bathed, the waters naturally became ‘murky’. The modern name for Kroh - Pengkalan Hulu- upstream bridgehead.
2 Patani - an historical region in the northern part of the Malay peninsula. The section that is adjacent to headwaters
of the Perak river system was, under the Siamese monarchy system, recognized as part of the Kingdom of Reman.
The Hul Perak district was passed to the Perak government in a ceremony held in Krofron 16th July 1909.

3 HMS Malayavisited Malaya in early 1921 and stopped at pons along the west coast, Penang being one of them. It
is likely he visited the ship as an official visitor when in port, or did he travel back to M1 a on board this ship .. his
war service with the British Army was 1914 - 19207 - .
Consulted materials:

Chinese Enterprise and Malay Power —Philip King 2007

From Periphery to Centre - Philip King, University of Wollongong 2006
Imperial War Museum

Malay Maris Archives —Lowell Thomas papers

MNational Archives

Noone of the Ulu

COut in the Midday Sun - The British in Malaya 1850-1960

Tales from the South China Seas — Images of the British in South East Asia Berkeley with Lm-.*ell Thomas in 1921 -

The British Empire — Berkeley of Upper FPerak. an American journalist & film maker

[Editor: Kathleen Reeve (my mother) used to regale visitors with stories about Hubert Berkeley — much along the lines of this
article — he was said to have ignored official government papers & pasted them on the walls of his lavatory for guests to read
there; he would secretly move the boundary stones between Malaya and Siam further north into Siamese territory until some
Siamese officials would notice this and move them back again; and he would take his harem of local ladies out in his horse-
drawn landau for a daily ride or to swim in the river. There was probably an element of truth in these stories!]
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NURSING SISTERS ALETHEA GENTLES and SALLIE SCARF
By kind permission of Sallie Hammond
[Editor: Sallie told her mother's story in A.K. editions 44 & 45 ("As | Remember it") and A.K. 46 ["A Journey of Nightmares").
This is the story of her mother’s nursing friends.]

Part 1 — Alethea Gentles.
Sister Alethea Gentles was my mother's close friend and her bridesmaid on 15" May 1941. | have a picture of the wedding
party in Alor Star, with ‘Pongeo’ Scarf included as well.
Alethea (Mary) Gentles came from a small village in England. Her father was a Vicar. The Depression Years after WW1
were difficult for her family. Alethea told my mother that food was simple and sometimes scarce in her home. Vicars did not
earn very much in those days. Maybe because of this, Alethea Gentles always carried a few candies with her — in case.
Alethea trained as a Nursing Sister in England and then joined Queen Alexandra's Imperial Nursing Service. She was posted
to Malaya about 1939. She met my mother, an Australian Nursing Sister with QAINS in Singapore.
Both were posted to Alor Star General Hospital in 1939. My mother loved “"Gentles™ and said she was an exceptional nurse
— s0 good, conscientious and kind to her patients. My mother was “Davies” in those days. It was common, even when |
trained as a nurse, to address each other by surname.
My mother met my handsome father, Squadron Leader Harley Boxall in Alor Star in 1940. They were married in May 1941,
At the same time, Sallie (Gunn) met the dashing Squadron Leader Arthur Scarf (Pongo) and they were married within 2
weeks of my parents! (May 1941). Sadly Sallie was to be widowed 7 months later — December § 1941,
“Gentles” was a sensible, practical person. Sallie was a free spirit!!
The day after the bombing at Butterworth, RAF 62 Squadron Base, December 10 1941, the medical staff, patients, civilians
and Service Personnel, were to be evacuated to Singapore because of the rapidly advancing Japanese Army.
Sallie was sent on ahead with other civilian wives as she was newly widowed.
My mother, Pat Boxall, Alethea Gentles, Phyllis Briggs and my mother's Amah took my father's Ford V8 and planned to
drive to Singapore — about 300 miles | think.
My mother had hardly driven my father's car and the roads were a muddy mess with retreating soldiers, evacuees, the local
population with their animals and a steep winding road. With the anxiety of it all, my mother crashed my father's car. It slid off
the road down the side of a mountain. No-one was injured — Amah was the most upset. Phyllis Briggs said nothing.
Alethea Gentles in her calm manner offered the three of them a candy and told my mother “everything will be alright.” It was.
They clambered up to the main road and were picked up by a passing Army Truck filled with soldiers and taken to Singapore.
Amah decided there and then that she would make her own way back to her kampong.
So the three Nursing sisters carried on o Singapore. On arrival they offered their services to the Johore General Hospital
which needed more trained staff to handle the influx of wounded. They were there for a couple of weeks (1 think) then
evacuated with their patients to Singapore across the Causeway.
My mother was evacuated from Singapore in the middle of January 1942 on the “Aorangi” but Alethea Gentles and Phyllis
Briggs left much later, just before Singapore fell, on the 5SS Kuala. Alethea died when the Kuala was attacked by Japanese
torpedo bombers but Phyllis survived and was captured and interned as a civilian.
After the war, when my mother found out the fate of her dear friend she was very upset — and continued to grieve for Alethea
throughout her life.
Part 2 - Sallie Scarf
Sallie Scarf left Singapore in January 1942 on a small Dutch ship bound for Colombo, Ceylon. The ship had been offered by
the Netherlands to evacuate wounded servicemen and civilians from Singapore.
Sallie was an obsessed dog lover and as she was about to board the ship, she saw a thin, stray dog on the dock —a bull
mastiff. She decided to save the dog and tied a scarf around its neck and took the dog on board much to the irmtation of the
Dutch/Malay crew.
The rations for the passengers on the voyage to Colombo were limited and Sallie asked the Dutch Captain if h