APA KHABAR 3" EDITION
JULY 2005

Thank you very much to everyone who has contributed so generously to the Malayan Volunteers
Group funds. We are in the fortunate position to have covered all our expenses to date, and we have some funds left over.
These will be put towards other proposed projects in the future. Details of these will be circuiated in due course.

Our 60" Anniversary plans are progressing well. The form of the Dedication Service for our Stone Tablet on 15" August has
been finalized, and we hope it will be a memorable day for all of you who are able to come.

THE SINGAPORE VOLUNTEER CORPS STANDARD.

it has taken months of painstaking research into the exact details of the intricate design around the central badge. This needed
to be accurate before the standard could be embroidered. Not only was this imperative, but the colours had to be carefuily
researched too. Several kind people have been involved in this research at the PRO in London, especially John Brown. Despite
exhaustive efforts, we had failed to identify accurately, some of the elaborate leaf structures around the central badge, and all
seemed to be lost. Then, out of the blue, Herman, the editor of the website on Military and Paramilitary Flags and Ranks of
Singapore came to our rescue with a wonderfully detailed coloured image of the central badge, and the surrounding floral details.
We are very grateful to all those involved in this research, and for the time they have freely given to this extraordinary piece of
detective work. In particular, we would like to give a special vote of thanks to Audrey Holmes McCormick, who first suggested we
should commission the Standard, and whose drive, determination and sheer stamina has seen the project through all its ups and
downs. What appeared to be a simple matter when we started, became more and more difficult, because as we resolved each
problem, we uncovered yet more. Thank you very much to everyone, especially Audrey.

There are some of you who have queried why we have chosen the SVC Standard, and not the FMSVF Standard. One reason
for choosing the SVC Standard was from an historical aspect, in that the 1%t Sve flag was for the 1% Volunteer Body, founded in
Singapore in 1854, with their proud motto “In Oriente Primus.” The present SVC colours, which we have chosen to commission
as our Standard, were re-designed and cover the period 1911-1942. Following the Volunteer movement in the Crown Colonies
of the Straits Settlements, volunteering started in the Federated Malay States in 1902.

In WW2 the FMSVF fought their way down the peninsula, with considerable distinction, particularly the Armoured Car Regiment.
However, once the battle for the Malay peninsula was lost, and all military forces had retreated into Singapore lsland, the FMSVF
were disbanded and joined the SVC and regular forces in Singapore for the final stand against the Japanese. Therefore, it
seems relevant to use the SVC Colours as a symbol to represent ALL the Volunteer Forces in Malaya and Singapore. Perhaps
we can commission the FMSVF Colours at some stage in the future, so that both Colours can be paraded at other
commemoration services at Alrewas and elsewhere.

DEDICATION OF THE MEMORIAL STONE TABLET — ALREWAS, 15™ AUGUST.

The details for the dedication of the stone have already been sent to you, but you may wish to refresh your memories about the
event. The timetable is as follows:-

10.30 - 10.45 Assemble at the Changi Lych gate, at the entrance to the FEPOW Plot.

10.50 am. Scottish Piper to lead the way to the NMBVA Plot, followed by the Standards, Rev. Geoffrey Mowat and
congregation.

11.00 a.m. 2 minutes silence.

11.02 -11.10 Dedication and unveiling of the Stone, followed by Prayers.

11.10am. Piper to end the ceremony by playing a lament.

If you are attending the Service, it would be advisable to arrive in good time, because the VIPs who are attending the opening of
the FEPOW MUSEUM on that day, are due to arrive at about 10.45 a.m. The entrance to the Visitor Centre is rather small, and
can get very congested, especially if there are a lot of people milling around. Unless the layout is changed for the day, the only
way to get to the Lych gate is to go through the Visitor Centre, and out towards the Chapel. Then follow the main avenue to the
left of the Chapel down to the FEPOW Plot and the new Museum. | am sure it will be signposted, but it is easy to find, and there
will be plenty of Arboretum Staff on hand to help you.

it has been suggested that all MVG members should wear a badge, with MVG and your name on it, so that we can identify each
other more easily. It seems a very good idea, and | will send out the badges to all those of you who have written to say that you
are attending the Dedication Service.









eoffrey Barnes writes:-

Malaya, my parents had friends who were Volunteers; but my father, who was 50-ish at the time, had to be content with Air
aid duties in Malacca and, at the end, in Singapore, before he ended up in Changi as a Civilian Intemee.

fter repatriation to the UK in November 1945 he retumned to Malacca in June 1946 and finally retired in 1950. He died in 1978.
rave inherited, inter alia, a very tatty (falling to bits!) soft covered little book entitted "The New Comprehensive Guide to
lalacca” by K.T.Joseph, FRGS, originally published in 1936 and revised and expanded in 1949 to include something about
lalacca during the Japanese occupation. These additions included a list of those appearing on the Roll of Honour in which you
ill note that the name of Lieut. E.W.Reeve appears, and also Lieut. B.B. Atherton (who with his wife Dorothy were friends of my
arents). 1 also remember a neighbour called Alf Allen (wife Ethel) who | think was in the Malacca Volunteers — | remember him
aving his pistol about when we were having tea in their garden with him and his wife.

ther possible Volunteers: a youngish chap sumamed Rennie who was a bachelor in1940/41. Then there was a Mrs.
lcCausland (and her two children Alison and Jimmy) with whom we were fellow refugees in Australia whose husband Colonel
IcCausland was killed. 1 think that another casuaity was a man surnamed Bruce-Cross whose wife and young son, Anthony,
sturned to England with us in 1943 on the S.S.Sarpedon.

hilip Baddeley writes:-
ly grandfather worked for The Steamship Company in Singapore and was captured whilst escaping on one of their ships.
eter Gray writes:-

find myself in a somewhat “odd” situation in so far as yes my father joined the Johore Volunteer Engineers but | , having been
orn 6-7-41, have absolutely no memories either of him, Malaya or the somewhat hair-raising journey that saw me and my
1other back in the UK by 1944. | am, however, very interested in genealogy and do therefore think that as much information as
ossible shouid be available to anyone to whom it may be of interest. | am therefore giving below the detail about myself and
arents as | know it and if this proves of interest in any way to others then | would be happy to hear from them.

ly father was John Lindsay Gray, born 1900 in Scotland, who went to Malaya to work with Guthries. He met my mother
‘osalind F.M. Croft, born 1911, on board ship on his way home for a home leave, and they were married in Singapore Cathedral
n 14-12-1939. At that time, he was working at the Ulu Remis Estate, Lyang Lyang, Johore. | was subsequently born in the
eneral hospital Johore Bahru 6-7-41. My father was killed in Singapore on 14-2-42 and my mother and | had earlier left for
.ustralia on the Narkunda where we landed in Perth Jan. 42. We later moved to Bowral not far from Sydney for a time before
iking ship to stay with friends in South Africa. After some months we sailed on the Nestor as part of a convoy retuming to
‘ngland.

ly only other related memory is of a “Lally” Phillips and her son John, who came to live with us in Kingswood, Surrey, | think, in
1e early 50's for a while. | believe that they had been imprisoned in Malaya.

lavid Wingate writes:-

am trying to find out more information about my grandmother's connection to the Malayan Medical Aux Service. She was an
ctive member of the Selangor Branch, driving ambulances, and then in Singapore, working first aid posts. The only information i
an find is a newspaper obituary, and in letters from her describing her uniform and work. She survived the sinking of the Kuala,
wt died in the sinking of the Tanjong Pinang 17" Feb. 1942. Her name does not show up on the Malayan MAS rolls, so she
1ust have joined near the end. Her name was Penelope Landon, married to James M.P.Landon, manager of the Cluny Estate,

lim River, Malaya.
eter Gibson writes:-

have recently had some old (some very old) 16mm films of Malaya transferred to DVD by the East Anglian Film Archives. At
he same time they transferred some frames of a film taken at the Riding School at Cameron Highlands circa 1947/48. Does
inyone recognize the children, or themselves, in the photos? Presumably they were all pupils at the Tanglin School. (See over)

fERY OLD CHINESE PROVERB — on the wall in my mother's house — Kathleen Reeve.
f there be righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in the character.

f there is beauty in the character, there will be harmony in the home.

f there is harmony in the home, there will be order in the nation.

Nhen there is order in each nation, there will be peace in the world.

{ow very wise and true! ( Editor's note.)
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Rutland Railway Museum

The MoD are to establish a temporary museum site in St.James's Park in central
London as part of the national commemorations to mark the 60th anniversary of
the end of WW2.The museum will be open to the public between 4th-10th July
2005.

The volunteer run Rutland Railway Museum is to place on public display at the
event the 20 ton SINGAPORE steam shunting locomotive. The locomotive was used
in

the Royal Navy Dockyard in Singapore from 1936 and fell into Japanese hands on
the Fall of Singapore in February 1942, a fate it shared with many thousands of
allied servicemen. Also put to work by the Japanese the loco still bears bullet
and shrapnel damage from that time.

The locomotive is now maintained by the museum as a working memorial to its
fellow FEPOWs and carries memorial plates to that effect. To supplement the
locomotive the museum is also to display historic photographs and text relating
to Singapore, the Burma Death railway and Changi Gaol to illustrate the plight
of FEPOWs.

The museum volunteers will extend a warm welcome to FEPOWS and their relatives
during the event.

Regards
David Atkinson
Chairman of Rutland Railway Museum e s e m e : ) R

é.


















association of Friends. Whilst support from names of strong railway influence is badly awaited he and
Hugh both work on. (Rod’s own workweek can be as much as 115 hours.)

It is amazing what the Centre has achieved since opening and the latest creation (of a statue based on a
drawing by Australian former PoW, Ray Parkin and paid for by the Dutch Government) may symbolize
both the support prisoners gave one another in desperate circumstance and the support so desperately
needed by several dedicated men in equally desperate circumstance. Highly symbolic in all respects.

Editor’s Note:-

The TBRC and UK Embassy are now working together on friendly terms, and in full co-operation
with each other.

VG T

(2.
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