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THE MVG MUST PERSEVERE WITH ITS AIM TO GAIN
RECOGNITION FOR THE VOLUNTEERS WORLDWIDE

As MVG members gathered in the FEPOW Memorial Building at the NMA at the
beginning of May, to attend the presentation of the Volunteer badges, the Hessian
covered board adjacent to the beam where the regimental shields are displayed
appeared to be still available. The MVG had asked for the use of this board for
information about the Malayan Volunteers. As reported in April, this request was refused on the grounds that it would “clutter”
the FEPOW story. The MVG felt that more information about the role of the Volunteers in the Malayan Campaign and in
captivity should be sent to Sir Henry Every, explaining why the Volunteers deserve special mention. To date, the MVG letter,
sent on 26" May 2009 has been acknowledged, but no reply has been received.

The NMA continues to offer its support to the MVG. A request to present the 5 Volunteer badges to the Arboretum for display
on the walls of the Arbour Restaurant, has been granted. Plans for the board with the 5 Volunteer badges will be given in the
October newsletter. The Visitor Centre and Restaurant is currently being enlarged and refurbished — see Keith Andrew’s
following report — and the new restaurant will have regimental badges on display, with the Volunteer badges included.

We salute Joanna Lumiey on her remarkable success in gaining recognition for the Gurkhas and in obtaining residential
status for those who wish to stay in this country. With her battle cry and determination to overcome all the odds, the MVG
could well take a leaf out of her book, or find someone like Joanna to bat for our cause.

Other projects, on which we were hoping to report, have made very little progress. We have received the application forms
from the Charities Commission. However, changes to the way in which Groups, such as the MVG, can apply for charitable
status were made in April this year. One criterion was the level of income received annually, and on this rule alone, the MVG
does not qualify at present. However, this does not mean that the application cannot be made, and that charitable status is
beyond our reach. It may have to be postponed until next year, and this may affect the way in which MVG Australia proceeds
with its application to become Incorporated. We thank John Pollock for all his work towards setting this up.

Disappointingly, there in nothing to report from Malaysia, to date, on the progress made to restore the War Memorials in KL
and Malacca.

Those members who receive the Researching FEPOW History Group newsletters will know that the Imperial War Museum
North, which is housed in Manchester, is holding an exhibition from May 2009 — January 2010 entitled “Captured — The
Extraordinary Life of Prisoners of War”. It includes the experiences of British and Commonwealth prisoners and civilian
internees in Europe and the Far East. The website is given on P. 14,

We are sad to announce the death of Peter S. Rhodes, whose book “To Japan to Lay a Ghost”, was officially launched at the
presentation of the MVG Memorial Board to the Changi Museum on 12/9/08. We send his daughter, Janet, our sympathies.
The MVG would aiso like to offer its congratulations to Col. Piers Storie-Pugh on his award of the OBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List. As the Guest Speaker at the Annual Lunch in October, the MVG looks forward to meeting him then.
STOP PRESS: We are delighted to announce that The Duchess of Norfolk has agreed to become Patron of the MVG.

STAKEHOLDERS’ MEETING at the NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM — MONDAY April 27" 2009
Report by Keith Andrews

The purpose of this meeting was to outline the conceptions only for the future of the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas

in Staffordshire. These conceptions are still to be approved.

The NMA has seen an increasing number of visitors since the dedication of the Armed Forces Memorial. Originally set up to

cater for around 75,000 visitors a year, between October 2007 to October 2008, 300,000 visitors passed through their doors.

It became obvious that the NMA had to somehow expand to cater for that number of visitors.

To this end, the Future Foundations Appeal has been launched, with His Royal Highness Prince William as its patron, to raise

£8 million in a three year campaign with the aim to make this happen.

This is a long term project and will cover the next 25 years, and will see the site double in size long term, and cover both side

of the existing entrance road to the NMA.

The original building at the entrance will be retained, but there will be a 2-story building either near it or alongside. The other

facilities will increase in size as follows:-

Restaurant by two and half times.

Shop by three times.

Education by five times.

The first area of expansion will be the site where Lafarge are still working; this is the area behind the MVG Memorial Garden.

This area will have two lakes and is expected to be handed over in 2012 and the NMA would tHU;u border the A38. The fields’

area the other side of the entrance road to the NMA is expected to be handed over in 2014, again from Lafarge. This area will
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c) Did the passengers know, initially, that she was destined for Australia?

d) Was she attacked - did she receive any damage?

e) Did she put into any port on that journey, before reaching Fremantle?

f) Another vessel sailed just before, or after, Orion and was lost — what was her name?

Other ships which sailed on 31 December were:-

BONTEKOE -~ BRITISH JUDGE ~ LYEMUN (Lost in E. Med 4/1/43) - MARNIX VAN St. ALDEGONDE
(Lost in W. Med 6/11/43)

One ship sailed on January 1% 1942 - MARILYSE MOLLER (Lost in E Med 1/7/42)

IF ANY READER CAN HELP WITH INFORMATION AND CONTACTS PLEASE LET ME KNOW DIRECTLY
OR VIA THE MVG.

I now have the full passenger lists but, to date, have been unable to trace the ship’s log book The
recollections of 16 surviving passengers (so far traced) who were on the Orion are as follows:-
Mrs. EJH Corner - my late mother Sheila.
My mother occasionally spoke about it to Peter, her second husband, but absolutely refused to discuss her
time in Singapore. She remembers the ship being blacked out most of the time and the situation being very
tense. Her account was that they were in particular fear of imminent attack by Japanese midget submarines
which were known to be operation in the area. They were clearly highly dangerous waters at that time and it
would be a miracle if one ‘made it’ as there was no escort of any kind. Where her account differs is she
remembered the ship sheltering in Wellington harbour for several days to avoid these subs; possibly she
confused this with Fremantle but much more likely another port actually on the journey like Batavia/Tjilitjap.
I also believe that Orion left in convoy, as another passenger says.
Ian Richardson wrote:
The SS Orion was built and operated by the P&O Line and was meant for the migrant travel to and from
Australia and Colonial ports in between like Colombo and Singapore. The Orion joined other P&0O passenger
vessels named Orontes and Orcades.
P&O stands for Pacific & Orient. I think their headquarter offices were in Liverpool. I don't know if P&O still
exists and if so they would certainly be able to tell where the old ships’ logs are kept. Orion was set up to
take on as many as 5,000 troops. She was carrying such a number of troops bound for Singapore when she
rammed another vessel off South Africa but managed to make it to the Singapore giant floating dock for
repairs. This, however, points up an astonishing fact that the number of people escaping the Japanese
invasion, who boarded the Orion, was only a fraction of what the ship was capable of handling. It is quite
apparent that the passengers on the Orion felt this was little more than an unexpected vacation in Australia
and the service aboard the ship was near normal for a cruise. The only thing much different was the
annoying daily life-boat drills and the requirement to carry one’s life jacket at all times. The complacency felt
in Singapore by the civilian population remained in place for only another week or two when it was seen that
evacuation wasn’t so much a choice but a vital necessity.
The Orion as far as I know did not join any convoy when she left late in the evening of 31%* December 1941.
Vaguely remembered family history is that the Orion was originally intended to travel to Sydney, Melbourne
and then Perth. However, Jap submarine activity targeting ships off Borneo and Philippines made passage
through the Lombok Straits dangerous. The Orion then chose to travel through the Sunda Straits and head
into the Indian Ocean to make Fremantle/Perth her first port of call. Another family memory is that the
Orion stopped to assist survivors from a sunken vessel. How many were rescued is unknown and their
names didn’t appear on the ship’s manifest. Maybe that was not the practice to do so.
Another passenger’'s memory [Kit Seddon] is that the Orion was about to enter the Sunda Straits in
blacked-out conditions when a Dutch ship appeared, with all her lights ablaze, sailing out of the Straits. (Fully
lighting up the ship was to make it known the vessel was from Holland, which had declared her neutrality in
1939, and at that time Japan had not attacked Indonesia - then a Dutch Protectorate). The Orion, in
darkness, hove to, to let the Dutch ship pass by before entering the narrow Straits.
No one yet has mentioned that the Orion was ever attacked by Japanese aircraft or naval ships, nor did she
go into a foreign port (in Indonesia) to hide out during daylight. Such details would have been recorded in
Orion’s so far untraced log book.
Kit Seddon (nee Cox) recalls:
“Auld Lang Syne being sung soon after departure suggesting it was close to midnight on 31% December 1941.
She also remembers the ship being asked for total silence and blackout because a vessel had been seen, fully
lit, sailing close by! [This must have been Japanese; or was it Dutch as Ian Richardson suggests?]
Judy Bryning said:
“Just after the ship’s gangway was lifted up, the air raid siren sounded, and my father took shelter against
one of the sheds on the wharf.
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