FAR EAST ISSUES OF POW JOURNAL — GAUTAM HAZARIKA, July 2023

“The Prisoner of War” was The Official Journal of the Prisoners of the War Department of the
Red Cross and St John Ambulance, published at St. James Palace, London during the war. This
Journal aimed to inform family members (in the banner it says FREE TO NEXT OF KIN) & the
general public about the condition of Prisoners of War & internees, and how best to send
them letters and parcels. Initially it had one page on the Far East on occasion as there was no
information available, or whatever was, was scraps and unverifiable. 6 of these pages are
below (these are just from Jun/ Sep/Oct 1943 and there probably are more).

The Far East Special Monthly editions started in February 1944, once enough information was
available to warrant one. There were 12 issues in total and I've not found online records of a
complete set anywhere. They are an incredible research resource and | was fortunate to find
a complete set and am delighted to be able to share them with as many people as possible.

The first issue starts with an editorial describing efforts so far and continues with News From
the Camps, Letters Home (sections that occur in all issues), Life in Stanley Camp Hong Kong,
How to Address Your Letters.

The other issues were:

e No.2 March 44 (adds a section on Questions),

e No.3 April 44 (includes 2 pages on civilians, though reports from the camps also covers
civilian camps),

e No. 4 Aug 44 (including an article on the Mysterious Japanese

e No. 5Jan 45 (including article on Siam-Burma Railway — by now Burma was being recoved
and detailed news of this was filtering in, including account from survivors + Civilian news)

e No. 6 March 45, includes a note on the Japanese date system, an article on how cables are
sent and bottlenecks, survivor from Siam (F.Wilson, Sherwood Forresters), Christmas in
Wampo Camp Siam, conditions in Java camps, Rescued in the Philippines, Civilian news, a
wonderful sketch map of Stanley Camp Hong Kong)

e No. 7 May 45 —there is no ref to VE Day, so may have been published before May 8, 1945.
Includes articles - Home from the Philippines, How the mail goes, Conditions in Hong Kong,
a page on HK with pictures, civilian news, Japanese politics,

e No. 8, Jun 45 - war in Asia seemed to have a long hard slog ahead as Japan was expected
to oppose the expected Allied invasion. Article on Lifting the Curtain in Japan, Burma
Freedom at Last, Civilian News, Internment in Malaya, Last Days at Santo Tomas, Volunteer
Forces Liberated

e No. 9 Aug 45: was likely published between August 12 when news first came out of Japan
accepting the Potsdam Declaration, and August 15 when surrender was announced.
Includes A Word to Relatives, cartoons of Siam Camps, Conditions in Shamshuipo,
Rangoon Christmas an article by Cap J.H. Bunten, Cameronians, Planning their Food,
pictures of life in Taiwan camps, report by Red Cross delegates visiting camps, lots of
Civilian news, article Last days in Rangoon Jail

e No. 10 Sep 45 — Repatriation News, every day meals and recipes for Repatriates, Red Cross
Reports, full page map of Far East Camps, Three Years in Rangoon Gaol by H. Born, article
on When He Arrives



e No. 11 Nov 45 — Repatriation news, message from The King, civilian news, Liverpool
welcome, Free At Last by Major F.E. Grazdoke, R.E. (Article on Taiwan) Red Cross article,
Bridging the Gap (article on gap b/w prisoner life & civilian life, ie on being home as a
civilian, not POW vs civilian internee), more recipes,

e No. 12 Dec 45 — FINAL ISSUE printed, Welcome in the West (travel back via US/ Canada),
In Middle East India and Beyond, Red Cross, Sketch map of Burma railway camps, Far
Eastern Broadcasts (forced on POWs), Far East Section at work, letter from Mountbatten.

All the 12 issues total 135 pages and are an incredible research resource
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